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HO EETHE

Joan Fontaine and Orson Welles
are well paired as plain Jane Eyre
and her brooding employer, Mr
Rochester, in Hollywood’s version
of Charlotte Bronté’s classic tale.
An impoverished orphan, Jane,
goes to Rochester’s lonely mansion,

Thornfield, to act as governess

to his ward. Although Rochester is
initially gruff, he begins to warm to
his new employee. However, there
is a terrible secret lurking in his
past, and it forces a gulf between
the couple. Welles is electrifying as
Rochester, delivering a larger-than-
life performance, while Fontaine’s
understatement complements him
perfectly. The black-and-white
photography lends much to the
film’s melancholic and suggestively
gothic atmosphere.



